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LUKE, XVIII. 29, 30. 
fzsUus sAlD UNTO THEM, VERILY, 1 
SAY UNTO. YOU, THERE 1S NO MAN 
THAT HATH LEFT HOUSE, OR PA- 
RENTS, OR BRETHREN, OR WIFE, OR 
CHILDREN FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD'S 
SAKE, WHO SHALL NOT RECEIVE MA- 
NIFOLD MORE IN THIS PRESENT TIME, 
AND IN THE WORLD TO COME LIFE 

EVERLASTING, 


When Jeſus held a converſation with a cer- 
tain ruler of the Jews, who inſiſted much on 
his literal obſervance of the commandments, 
but was unwilling to contribute liberally out 
of his own great riches to the relief and aſſiſt- 
ance of the neceſſitous poor, our. lord very 
ſeaſonably obſerved that it was © eaſier for a 
camel to go through a needle's eye, than 
5 for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
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© of God.” By this obſervation, he appd- 
rently meant, that they who truft in riches 
are very much diſpoſed to ſacrifice all the 
real endearments and amiable charities of 
life to the poſſeſſion of their unprofitable 
treaſure ; and by ſuch miſapplication and 
abuſe of the bleſſings eommitted to their truſt, 
as ſtewards of the abundant gifts of God, to 
forfeit. his approbation and favor. So truc 

it is that the love of money is the root of 
all evil.“ 


The apoſtle Peter, who, on other occafions 
as well as this, ſhewed a forward and impa- 
tient temper, inſtantly boaſted that himſelt 
and his companions had forſaken all to follow 
Chriſt. In reply, our lord introduced the 
declaration and doctrine of our text, Ve- 
r. rily, I ſay unto you, there is no man that 
© hath left houſe, or parents, or brethren, or 
© wite, or children, for the ſake of the king- 
dom of God, who will not receive manifold 
more in this preſent time, and, in the world 
© to come, everlaſting lite.” 


The. recompence held forth in the goſpe} 


* Tim, vi. 10. 


of 
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bf Chriſt to the virtuous and the good ih this 
World, is the glorious conſciouſneſs of a well 
ſpent life, and the reaſohable hope of favor 
and acceptance with God at the day of final 
Tetribution. But, ſo little does the goſ- 
pel engage to advance out worldly inter- 
eſts, as ſuch, that it even requires us to 
facrifice all dur goods and poſſeſſions, atid 
the ſtill dearer attachments of parent, bro- 
ther, wife, or Child in the ſupport ànd main- 
tenance of our religion, out virtue and our 
integrity: When the queſtion is put to us in 
expreſs terms, whether we will ſerve God 
or Mammon? there is ſomething ſo deciſive 
in the phraſeology that we are willing ta 
perſuade ourſelves that we ſhould not heſi- 
'tate, upon any occaſion; to devote ourſelves 
'to the ſervice of God, in the full ſenſe and 
import bf thoſe words. At all events, it is 
certain, we cannot ſerve both. It is very 
generally agreed that no man can ferve two 
maſters, becauſe of thelr different and claſh- 
ing interefts ; but when they are ſo directly 
oppoſed to each other as are God and Be- 


lial, it is utterly impoſſible to make ſuch 

contrary principles to coaleſce, as muſt de- 
ſtroy cach other; a devotedneſs to one 
A 2 muſt 
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muſt occaſion the reprobation of the other ; 
and we might as well 1 imagine any thing to 
exiſt and not to exiſt at the ſame time, as to 
ſuppoſe that we could compound with God 
by ſharing in the pleaſures of fin, which are 
but for a moment, and, at the ſame time, en- 
Joy the exalted ſatisfaction and comfort of 
a truly religious and virtuous mind. 


No words can more ſtrongly expreſs the 
diſparity between the kingdom of God and 
the things of this world, or more forcibly 
recommend the preference which is deci- 
dedly due to the former, when theſe objects 
interfere with each other, than the words of 
Chriſt cited in our text. Great and nume- 
rous as are the bleſſings which are beſtowed 
upon us in this life, by the no leſs bountiful, 
than wiſe, diſpoſer of all things, they are 
infinitely ſhort of that recompence which 
awaits the diligent, faithful, and perſevering 
diſciple of Chriſt in the world to come; 
a world which eye hath not ſeen, nor car 
heard, nor hath it entered into the heart 
of man too fully to comprehend.” * 


1 Cor. ii. g. 


Since 
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Since, therefore, ſo much is promiſed in 
this preſent time, and in the future world, 
to thoſe who ſhall ſo ardently ſeek the king- 
dom of God, as to riſk. the loſs of, and, if 
occaſion ſhall require, to part with, all the 
world holds dear for the ſake of heaven, 
and heaven's happineſs ; let us proceed to 
ſtate the means by which we can attain this 
deſirable reſignation to the good pleaſure 
of God, according as the various events of 


r life ſhall require. 


Religion and virtue are, indeed, 
neral terms, but -they are neither ſo vague, 
nor ſo changeable as to excuſe any con- 
ſiderable miſtakes" in the practice of what 
our fituation may require of us with re- 
ference to God or man. Rigid auſterities 
are not to be found among the reprehenſible 
parts of the conduct of chriſtians in our day 
or country; neither is the cloiſtered uſeleſs- 
neſs of monaſtic life to be claſſed among our 
religious deluſions. Chriſtians are, indeed, 
ſometimes obliged to adopt an auſtere and 
mortifying diſcipline, ' but the auſterity and 
and mortification ariſe from the neceſſary 
gontention with our acquired habits of fin 
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and folly, with the temptations. of the world, 
and with the indulgences we have previouſ- 
ly allowed. ourſelves. With. reſpet to thoſe, 
who remain all the day idle and paſs theip, 
time in in diſgraceful liſtleſsne little can be 
ſaid, They proclaim.their indolent omiſſons 
before the world, where their moſt. active 
powers are wanted, but as their. example 
may, by fuch expoſure, be ſuppoſed: in a, 
certain degree to influence: their brethren, 
they are more injurious members of; the; 
3 even than ſequeſtered monks. 


1 5 reproben ble quſterities not: 
yet relinquiſhed by chriſtians, there, is; one, 
which they. continue. to practiſe, not, indeed; 
upon, themſelves, but upon others, A ſpirit. | 
of intolerance ſtill lives, and the pretence of. | 
doing God ſerviee, by a breach of. the law. 
of univerſe! benevelence, i is not without. exo 
ample even at this advanced period of the 
| chriſtian. ra. We haye not indeed foe the.. 
fires. of the fixteenth. century. actually re- 
kjndled; but although the zealots of our day 
do not formally ſeek the life of the devoted 
Via, — erk in en, was, the 
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fe, and make their advances in very queſ- 
tionable and clandeſtine ſhapes, equally dif 
graceful to religion learning and good faith. 


In order, therefore, to irn prove our title to, 
and hope of, the xingdom of God, let us give 
the right Hand of feltowfhip to every fellow - 
creature upon the earth; let us faithfully ex- 
erciſs our own religious liberty, and in vio- 
lably regard the religious liberty of all the 
reſt of 'mankind. - Being free ourſelves, let 
us not 'Fexoach upon the liberty of others, 
hut equally cultivate among ourſelves and 
out bretheren of every religious pexſuaſion, 
that ſpirit and tempgr of mind, which ſ6 
eminently diſtinguiſhed the charatter of * | 
Chriſt our maſter. 


Wherever this leading feature and charac 
ter of the chriſtian religion, chriſtian love, is 
well founded in priticipleand in ſober convic- 
tion, it will ſhew itſtlf in every action of our 
lives; it will be a good tree yielding good fruit, 
more and more abuhdantly as it advanceth 
to maturity, Tbe principle of univerſal be- 
ne volemce will lead us directly to the prac- 

| tice” of juſtice, charity, meekneſs, patience 
| 4 and 
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and every other virtue; it will equally lead 
us to repent of all our paſt offences, and, in 
future to avoid the very appearance of evil. 


But it is not only in the days of open and 
avowed perſecution, when men are expoſed 
to the ſevereſt trials and ſufferings; thac they 
are called to abandon the deareſt attachments 
in this. world. It will frequently occur that 
the honeſt and conſcientious diſcharge of our. 
duty in various inſtances in common lite 
will oblige us to bear our teſtimony to the 
gofpel,. or to prove our obedience to its 
precepts, by the ſacrifice of what nature 


| bids us to hold very dear, and what reli- 


gion directs us to improve and enjoy. on all 
other occaſions. And our deciſion, when 
theſe alternatives of the performance or neg- 
lect bf duty are” preſented to us, will be 
moſt correctly formed by aſking - qurſelveg 


this ſimple queſtion,—ſhall we obey God or 


man? The choice, in this plain ſtatement, 
will admit of no heſitation in the eye of 
reaſon or religion: and nothing can induce 


the leaſt doubt in forming our judgement, 


but the falſe eſtimate we may make between 
the unreſtrained enjoyment of the things of 


this world, (which are otherwiſe and in 
thems 


„ 


themſelves confeſſedly innocent, commen- 
dable and highly to be valued;) and the ſtill 
greater object of our regard, the approba- 
tion and favour of God. The very ſtruggle 
and conteſt between theſe claimants upon 
our heart and affections, if any ſtruggle ſhall 
take place, will conſtitute the very diſcipline 
by which we are tried and perfected; and 
upon our deciſion and conduct, in either 
. wel dep nd our. future happineſs, .. 


It- can _— no impeachment of the 0 
value of all worldly. bleſſings to conſider 
them in the view with which they were ap- 
parently given to us by the great beſtower 
of every good. They wers intended not 
only to make us happy here in the reaſon- 
able enjoyment of them, but to contribute to 
our happineſs hereafter, by variouſly calling 
us to the uſe or relinquiſliment of them re- 
ſpectively, which particular occaſions might 
require. If we conſider the perſonal relation- 
ſhips of parent, brother, wite or.child ; they 
form in .themſglves and in their conſequen- 
ces, the chigf ingredients af human happi- 
neſs, but they may be miſuſed by our neg- 
lecting the relative duties of each character: 
. theſe intereſting connections are alſo liable to 
grie vous 
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erievous interruptions from the malignant and 
intermedling fpirit of tlie exluenniator, the 
tale · bearer and whiſperer, or from the ungo- 
vernable temper-of ſome of the parties them. 
ſelves: they are alſo lĩable to he deſtroyed by 
the cold hand of death, or by, what is worſe 
than death, a wicked and impenitent heart, 
But, ſuppoſing the meafure of human happi- 
neſcs to be filled in theſe ſeveral relationſhips; 
our moſt extended enjoyments of this world's 
bliſs cannot ſurvive many years; and every 
breath- or 'negle& of duty will make conſi- 
derable drawbacks upon our peace and come 
fort. To put, therefore, the affectionate re- 
garb we may perſonally entertain for any of 
theſe connections, or for qur mere worldly 
intereſt,” in competition with the poſitive 
obligation we owe to God and to ourſelves 
in the high and important duties of religion 
and virtue, is to contend for things that may 
be pleaſant and deſireable in preference of 
others which are indiſpenſable; it is to con 
tend for needleſs ſuperfluities, if J may ſg 
ſpeak, before the neceſſaries of life; it is to 
prefer man to God, time to eternity, ſecond- 
ary duties to thoſe which are primary. To 
ſay the truth, the poſſeſſions of life are then 

8 moſt 
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moſt profitable to us, when they ſerve to try 
and prove our integrity; and the deareſt tes 
in nature are then moſt to be prized when 
they are made ſubſervient to our mutual mo- 
ral improvement: and are then maſt de liglat- 
ful when nothing but a ſtrong ſenſe of the: 
duty we owe to God and! his truth, and to 
the intereſt of religion and virtue among 
mankind; can. diſſolve _ 


pole for 1 any one of us were 
to ſacrifice. our integrity, and <onſequently- 
our peace of mind, in the fond hope of ſe- 
curing any merely worldly poſſeſſion or en- 
joyment, how often may it happen, or more 
properly. let ma ſay, how often has it hap- 
pened,. that the ſacrifice is no ſooner made, 
and our departure from the ſtraight: road 
of moral rectitude of conduct confirmed, 
than the riches. at which we graſped have 
made themſelves. wings and flown. away, 
tbe honors which we thought our own were 
blaſted by public deriſion and contempt, and 
the power by which we intended to ſecure - 
ourſelves, has: bren turned to our deſtruction 
or diſcomfiture ? 


An 
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All theſe riches, honours and power, high- 
ly as they are commonly regarded by man- 
kind, are, therefore, among the unſubſtantial 
phantoms which are eagerly ſought after by 
them. But the conſideration of the ſlippery 
tenure- by which men. hold theſe imagined 
_ enchantments, will call to our remembrance 
the parable. in the goſpel, in which God is 
repreſented to have ſaid to the rich and 
worldly minded man, Thou fool, this very 
night thy life ſhall be required of thee ; 
© then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be, which 
thou haſt provided ?' * 


What greater ſacrifice, therefore, does the 
religion of the goſpel require of us than real 
prudence and diſcretion would direct us to 
make? The promiſe made to thoſe who en- 
deavour to attain the kingdom of God by 
a truly religious and virtuous lite, is the con- 

ſcious approbation of their own . hearts; 

and that conſequent peace and ſerenity of 
mind which reſult from it. Like that wiſ- 
dom, of which Solomon ſpeaketh, It is 
* þetter than rubies; and all the things 


7 Luke xi. 20. 
© that 
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* 


that may be deſired, are not to be compa- 
* red toit,'* And equally true and incontro- 
vertible is his obſervation, that, When wiſ- 
dom entereth into our hearts and know- 
© ledge is pleaſant unto our ſoul; diſcretion 
« will preſerve us, underſtanding will keep. 
. 


It may, therefore, be again aſked, In what 
reſpect does the ſolemn promiſe of Jeſus, 
that © We ſhall receive manifold more in this 
« preſent time; and, in the world to come, 
* everlaſting life require more ſelf-denial, 
of us, than the wiſdom Solomon recom- 
mends; or, indeed, our own reaſon ap- 
proves? If the experience of ages confirms 
the great inſufficiency and inſecurity of all 
worldly poſſeſſions to our real and efficient 
happineſs, —if our reaſon ſhall preſent them 
to our ſober reflection in the ſame point of 
view ; where, let me aſk, is the hardſhip of 
the duty required of us in the goſpel, to 
make all ſublunary objects and connections 
(however valuable and endearing in them- 
felves) ſubſervient to our obedience to the 


Prev. yai, 11. + Prov. ii. 10, 117. 
wall 
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will of God? Where is the ſeverity in re- 
quiring us to defire them no further than 
they can be enjoyed with innocence ; to re- 
dain them no longer than while they neither 
remove, nor corrupt, our integrity; and to 
reſign them when the principles of our holy 


religion, andl the maintenance of our virtue, 
hall call * us ſo to do. 


When this view of our preſent ſubject 
mall have ſufficiently impreffed our minds, 
alt the difficulties and impediments which 
obtrade themſelves to the hindrance of our 


reſignatiom of the attachments to our neareſt 


kindred and deareſt friends, and of the poſ- 


ſeſſions of this world, for the attainment of 


a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 


glory, will ceaſe improperly to influence ei- 


ther aur judgment or our behaviour. It will 
then be our pleaſure to do the will of our 
heavenly father, whoſe defryn it is finally to 
give to all his rational creatures immortal 


Kappinefs.” We ſhall then conſider this 
world as our inn and not our home; our 
paſſage to another country, and not our a- 


biding place; as our ſtate of probation and 
pat gur final reward, This juſt view of our 


Eo I 

fituation here, we ſhall find to be founded in 
truth: the proper conſideration and the ſea- 

fonable applicatioh of it will afford us con- 
ſolation under every apparently adverſe ſcene 
in human. lite, and give us a contented and 
even chearful mind under every diſcipline in 
the courſe of our chriſtian warfare. And 
let us remember, that it will be our-greateſt 
victory, not ſo much to have ſucceeded in 
obtaining the riches and honors of the world, 
as to have overcome the temptations of it; 
neither to have deſpiſed, nor to have been 
immoderately attached to. the things of this 
world; but to heave conſidered human life, 
and the innumerable bleflings with which it 
is ſo bountifully ſtrewed, as the gracious 
| hoon of a wiſe, à good and a kind God, de- 
figned to be enjoyed, and by that very en- 
joyment to prepare and quality us for an ever- 
improving and 3 happineſs in a 
future ſtate. 


Conſider, therefore, my brethren, the king- 
dom of God as our greateft treaſure, for we 
know that where our greateſt treaſure is, 
there will our heart be alſo. And let us 


:mprefs upon our memory the words of Jeſus, 
v hich 


(wu) 


which are ſo agreeable to the language of na- 
ture, and likewiſe ſo conſonant with our ra- 
tonal convictions and our greateſt intereſt: 
There is no man that hath left houſe, or 
parents, or brethren, or wife, or children. 
© for the kingdom of God's ſake, who will 
© not receive manifold more in this preſent 
time, and in the world to come . 8 | 
. 


THE END + 
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